[Clinico-morphologic characteristics of primary hemochromatosis].
12 autopsy cases of primary hemochromatosis were studied: 11 males (aged between 29 and 69 years, mean age 51 years) and 1 57-year-old female. Clinical course in 6 patients ran with predominant liver damage to the small nodule or was of biliary cirrhosis type, in 3 cases main manifestation was diabetes mellitus and in 3 cases cardiomyopathy. Generalized pattern of hemosiderine deposits with involvement of the liver, pancreas, heart, adrenals, pituitary, epiphysis, thyroid and other organs was established by the Pearl's test. Apart from pigment degeneration, atrophy and fibrosis, compensatory and regenerative changes were found. These changes should be taken into account when the disease is analyzed clinically and morphologically.